The Gospel Saves From Sin
The impression of many seems to be, that grace will pardon what it cannot prevent;
in other words, that if the grace of the Gospel fails to save people from the
commission of sin in this life; it will nevertheless pardon them and save them in sin,
if it cannot save them from sin. Now, really, I understand the Gospel as teaching
that men are saved from sin first, and as a consequence, from hell; and not that they
are saved from hell while they are not saved from sin. Christ sanctifies when he
saves. And this is the very first element or idea of salvation, saving from sin. "Thou
shall call his name Jesus," said the angel, "for he shall save his people from their
sins." "Having raised up his Son Jesus," says the apostle, "he hath sent him to bless
you in turning every one of you from his iniquities." Let no one expect to saved
from hell, unless the grace of the Gospel saves him first from sin. -- Charles Finney
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Tit 2:11-12 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all
men, (12) Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world;
Mat 7:21-23 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. (22) Many will say to me
in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out
devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? (23) And then will I profess unto them,
I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.
2Ti 2:19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth
them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.
1Co 6:9-11 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not
be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites,
(10) nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the
kingdom of God. (11) And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were
sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.
NKJV

